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Jason Vass is delighted to present In Pieces a body of work by Cosimo Cavallaro about emblems of our contemporaneity.
Cavallaro’s works represent an icon of American Culture.
The sculptures point to the fullness of what has come to represent the notion of “contemporary.”
Such icons help us to understand ourselves as a culture, as they reveal certain underlying desires and beliefs. It also points to
the notion of fear, the fear of the complexity of certain controversial elements of the human race.
In Pieces is a critical examination of a specific “object” deconstructed.
Anna Dusi
Curator
“I'm absolutely confounded by many of Walt Disney's cartoon characters, Mickey Mouse, in particular. Which is to say, there is
probably an immense complexity here requiring some level of psychologizing. To say these characters are nuanced is to say
nothing.
Certainly, I could expand on a litany of characteristics where Mickey is concerned, but, in sum, this character is a symbol of
kindness, goodwill, and friendship. These traits are exemplified in Steamboat Willie, and he was subsequently played to avid
German audiences in the 1930s and 40s, even as Hitler was preparing his Wehrmacht, and later during the era of the Marshall
Plan. Mickey Mouse, then, seems to transcend ethnicity and nationality to a very broad common denominator which attests to
Disney's genius.
Yet I must confess I simply don't understand the appeal.
In an effort to begin to understand Mickey's transcendent appeal, I thought to apply a technique in sculpture, most often
employed in literary criticism called "deconstruction".
More simply put, In Pieces isolates and scatters what I consider the more puissant elements in a large scale, 3-dimensional
"Mickey", in order to get to the meaning of Mickey.
And whereas, as a literary technique, deconstruction is often associated with sarcasm, none is meant here.
Cosimo Cavallaro

In Pieces work in progress Hand Fiberglass Resin 11’ x 3’

About the Gallery:
Jason Vass
Situated in the burgeoning arts district neighborhood of Downtown Los Angeles in a 2,700 square foot space designed to
accommodate diverse exhibitions and related programs, the gallery aims to create an exhibition platform that offers a
historical perspective through the lens of contemporary artists. The gallery is committed to cultivating emerging talent and
supporting established artists from around the world. Exhibiting artists include: Luke Austin, Deborah Brown, Dan Callis, Mark
Dutcher, Nancy Evans, Yvette Gellis, Tina Linville, Constance Mallinson, Philip Mount, Emiliano Gironella Parra, Sheree Rose,
Douglas Tausik Ryder, Nettie Wakefield, Robert Walker, and Gene Vass.
About the Artist:
Cosimo Cavallaro was born in Montreal in 1961. The son of Italian immigrants, he was raised both in Canada and in Italy.
A moment that marked young Cosimo’s life was the response his mother gave him when he asked for a toy that the other
neighborhood children had. She told him to draw the toy until it became real, and only then could he have it. That idea bit
him—that a flat image or amorphous material could become more real than reality—and it became his focus.
Cavallaro attended art school at Dawson College and then at Concordia University, both in Montreal. His sculptures are
exhibited in museums, galleries, and art festivals across the continent and globe, including at Wilhelm-Morgner-Haus in
Germany, the Open Air Museum in Vancouver, the DeCordova in Massachusetts, the Lumiere in St. Louis, Real Art Ways in
Connecticut and the Cedarhurst Center in Illinois.
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About the Curator:
Anna Dusi was born in Milan (Italy), she has been involved in the art world since 1996.
Since 2007 she was a Deputy Curator of Building Bridges Art Exchange, a non-profit
organization dedicated to cultivating an understanding among cultures worldwide
through international art exhibitions, artists exchange and residency programs;
She curated numerous international exhibitions in USA, Europe and Mexico.
From 2015 she become an Independent Curator and Art Advisor working with twelve artists
and collaborating with Galleries and Museums between USA and Italy.
She currently lives and works in Los Angeles.

